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A GRASSHOPPER HAS BEEN STUCK IN THIS
VAN GOGH PAINTING FOR 128 YEARS
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A GRASSHOPPER WAS DISCOVERED IN THE THICK PAINT OF VINCENT VAN GOGH'S "OLIVE TREES"
BY A CONSERVATOR ATTHE NELSON-ATKINSMUSEUM OF ART IN KANSAS CITY, MO.
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More than a century ago, a e A7IPtE=7IZkset biF7|= 0=
grasshopper found its way to art Ss=A=E2 HES SUCE
immortality.

As part of a research project to  HiI=| #l0]H ZAH|OEZ} Tlbsti QUH
examine 104 paintings, Mary Schafer, ~ EIMAI Z2HE= 104710 J2IES R4

O
the museum'’s paintings conservator, &l ZAlst= Z0IUCE 1 =0 "S2(E
noticed under magnification that  Lt2" 22 otof Q= EPE* YoM 25
there was an insect in the "lower & WzistZio|ct 252 EMg |oto=z
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foreground of the landscape” of Ee=ziegs |'60|-|:|',
“Olive Trees" that was not visible to
the naked eye.
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MAGNIFIED IMAGE PROVIDED BY THE MUSEUM.
THE NELSON-ATKINS MUSEUM OF
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"It is not unusual to find insects or plant
material in a painting that was
completed outdoors,” Ms. Schafer said in
a statement. “But in this case, we were
curious if the grasshopper could be used
to identify the particular season in which
this work was painted.”
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The museum reached out to Dr. Michael S. Engel, a professor of ecology and
evolutionary biology at the University of Kansas, who determined that the
grasshopper was dead before it landed on van Gogh's canvas because there was
no movement in the surrounding paint. Nothing further about the time of year
that the painting was worked on could be determined.



Van Gogh died in 1890, the year after he completed “Olive Trees.” In 1885, van
Gogh had described his frustration with working with landscapes outside in a
letter to his brother, Theo: “But just go and sit outdoors, painting on the spot
itself! Then all sorts of things like the following happen - I must have picked up
a good hundred flies and more off the four canvases that you'll be getting, not
to mention dust and sand.”
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